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Abstract:

Though long seen uniquely from the perspective of the Chinese literary
canon, Tao Qian’s [&7% (365?7-427) famous “Record of the Peach
Blossom Spring” (“Tachuayuan ji” #k(L)JEEL) may find an even more
fruitful disciplinary home in religious studies. The story refers itself to a
grotto at Wuling % (nowadays northern Hunan province, PRC), a site
that has been associated with Daoist “transcendents” (shenxian tH#Ail]) at
least since the middle of the sixth century. An older Daoist monastery on
that same site, the Peach Spring Abbey (Taoyuan guan #kJ5#H) or
Peach Blossom Abbey (Taohua guan #k{iEH), became officially
recognized in 748 and received imperial support not long after. This
article studies the long history of Peach Spring as a sacred site, or, as
Tao Qian referred to it in his poem, a “divine realm” (shenjie 1#). It also
discusses the living ritual tradition in Hunan that revolves around the
female transcendents (“Immortal Mothers,” xianniang f[|4R) in the grotto,
and the significance of all this for understanding the ways in which
culture circulated before modernity.
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Bio:

Mark Meulenbeld (MA, Leiden; PhD, Princeton) has held positions as
instructor at Bryn Mawr College (2006 — 07), and as Assistant &
Associate Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (2007 — 17).
Currently he teaches Chinese Religion at the HK Polytechnic University
(2017 — ). He focuses on Daoism and its interaction with local cults (“folk
religion”), especially from the perspective of ritual, divinity, narrative, and
community. He studies “locality” (relating it to the “mainstream”), and
combines text and practice through intensive fieldwork. His work focuses
mostly on the Ming dynasty (1368 — 1644) and the modern period, often
combining both.
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